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Heraclian in 410. Honorius was informed that the loyal count had detained all the corn-ships, and was prepared to resist invasion. Hence the decree of September. But it was important that this religious schism, which had now revealed its grave menace to political unity, should cease as promptly and with as little violence as possible. Honorius, therefore, adopted the idea of a conference, which both Donatists and Catholics had urged more than once. On the 14th of October (six weeks after the fall of Rome) a decree was issued in the name of ' the pious, prosperous, victorious, and triumphant emperors/ appointing the tribune Marcellinus to convoke and preside at such a conference at Carthage.
And towards the end of May 411, Carthage began to stir with an unusual excitement. The Donatists had sent the summons of Marcellinus into every village of Africa, and the aged and infirm were implored -to spend their last strength in an effort to reach the conference ; some of them died on the way. A long procession of two hundred and seventy-nine bishops, with thousands of their supporters, marched proudly into Carthage towards the end of May. All the chroniclers are Catholics, and we are assured that the Caecilianists